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Our Mission:  

The principal purpose and primary object of the Company is to pursue the following charitable 

purpose:  

To work for the relief of impoverished persons in Kenya, with a particular focus on children 

and women from the Kibera slum in Nairobi Kenya, who are in poverty, or are suffering 

distress, destitution, sickness or misfortune, regardless of age, sex, ethnic background, 

religion, political beliefs or marital status.  

 

Solely for the purpose of furthering the principal purpose, the following additional objects of 

the Company are to:  

a) Provide access to education for underprivileged and impoverished children and adults living 

in slums in Kenya;  

b) Provide opportunity through training programs to impoverished women to develop 

independent sources of income and sustenance to support their families;  

c) Assist in-country partners in building schools and related infrastructure as a means of 

breaking the cycle of poverty through the training and equipping of local people in school 

construction techniques – as part of local community development projects – involving 

maintenance plans, training of teachers and construction of classrooms and vocational training 

centres. Such activity must be part of a larger development project;  

d) Develop holistic, self-sustaining development programs covering education, skills 

transference, agriculture, small business enterprise, health and nutrition;  

 

Our History:  

WFWIA was founded in 2004 by Marguerite Ryan to help the people from Kibera slum in 

Nairobi, Kenya. Kibera is the largest slum in East Africa and one of Africa’s largest. Most 

residents of Kibera are unemployed, uneducated and most of all, suffer from severe poverty. 

WFWIA grew larger and became a Company limited by guarantee, a Registered Charity Tax, a 

Public Ancillary Fund and obtained DGR item 2 status. DGR item 1 status was achieved in May 

2016 after becoming a Public Benevolent Institute under the ACNC.  

In our early days, WFWIA helped the women of Kibera with skills training and set up a micro-

finance scheme for them before beginning to find education places for students who were not 

attending school. Education quickly became a more important need to aid the people of Kibera 

from poverty relief.  
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Suitable buildings for their use ranged from a rented house, shipping containers, a rented 

apartment block and more recently a purpose built Centre for our in-country partner, 

'Wanawake kwa Wanawake'.(WkW). The Centre was formally opened by the Australian High 

Commissioner for Kenya on 4th Dec 2013. WkW administer our work in Kibera at this centre. 

Along with helping women, WFWIA began to help the local children to attend schools with a 

development-based education project which aims to also improve the opportunities of the 

people of Kibera to lead themselves out of poverty.  

The need for a more purposeful approach to schooling led to WFWIA purchasing land in 

Kitengela, just outside of Nairobi, for the object of building a school primarily for the children of 

Kibera but also catering for those of the local area of Kitengela who are in need of a quality 

school.  Unfortunately, the building of the school has not gone ahead.  The property is still held 

pending the investigation of possible viable uses. 

In 2018/19 an additional property was purchased in Kibera to provide a safe house for at risk 

children. 
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ABOUT US  

WFWIA is an Australian non-profit organisation that was started in 2004. WFWIA is entirely a 

Volunteer organisation that is intensely proud of its Australian heritage. 

 “WFWIA aims to relieve poverty through education”.  

WFWIA is a registered charity but charity immediately brings to mind the notion of giving to 

those less fortunate than yourself. Indeed, the children and families of Kibera are probably 

some of the least fortunate people on the planet. However, we provide more than simply giving 

food or clothing. What we provide is a lifeline that allows people to forge a better life for 

themselves and their families. 

 “The chance to take back control. The chance of a future”.  

WFWIA provides:  

• Education through sponsorships to children who would otherwise have no chance of 

undertaking any schooling whatsoever.  

• The chance to learn skills that can then be used to create an income.  

• A genuine support group for women, children and their families to help with the tough 

medical, personal and physical issues that blight their lives on a daily basis.  

• A very real opportunity for people to create their own ability to make a living, feed their 

families and perhaps eventually move away from the slum of Kibera.  

In other words, our aim is to help provide many of the things that most of us take for granted: 

education, the ability to work, a support group of friends and family – simple rights that no 

human should ever have to be without. 
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OUR PEOPLE 

 Patron 

Noel O’Brien: Philanthropist. Co-founder of O’Brien Catering, later Exec Director of 

Spotless Catering. A particular focus of Noel’s philanthropic endeavours has been in 

respect of education and development in the most marginalised of communities around 

the world. Noel was a director of WFWIA in the past and hence his strong commitment to 

Women for Women in Africa. 

 

Board members 

Name Position Dates Acted 

Marguerite Ryan AM Chair Whole year 

Richard Ruskin Vice-Chair Whole year 

Peter Toms Director Whole year 

Tino Marget Director Whole year 

Glenn Smith Secretary/Director Whole year 

Emma Whiting Director Whole year 

Sandra Kirkhope Director Whole year 

Camille Davis Director Whole year 

 

 

Sub-committees and volunteers 

Our thanks go to the many wonderful people involved on our Functions subcommittees and 

other volunteers throughout the year. 

 

WFWIA is registered with: 

• The Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC); 

• The Australian Securities & Investments Commission (ASIC); and 

• Consumer Affairs Victoria. 

 

WFWIA has DGR item 1 status with the Australian Tax Office. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT   

Everyone will agree that the past year has been a very difficult one both in Australia and Kenya.    But 

the Board of Women for Women in Africa is delighted with all that has been accomplished by 

Wanawake kwa Wanawake in Nairobi and the generosity of the donors who have made this possible. 

Following a COVID enforced break the Function Committee reconvened to oversee an important 

function to be held at the Glamp African Bar in Melbourne in October 2021.    The Committee worked 

very hard towards making this a very special Sunday afternoon with auctions, raffles, sales and delightful 

venue.   Unfortunately, it had to be postponed but we look forward to a very special day early in 2021 

with our very generous hosts Jeanelle and Dean Mariani. 

The main aim of the function was to provide sponsorship for 40 young boys and girls who, because of 

extreme poverty, were not able to continue from primary school to secondary school.   I am delighted to 

say that so far 29 of these students have been sponsored and all 40 are now attending secondary school. 

The Board of WFWIA has supported the amazing projects of WkW during this year.    Some of these are 

– Education; Counselling; Food packs; Medical care; Rent relief; Women’s Table Top Banking; the Girls 

Safe House; the Ugandan Women’s Refugee Project; the Masai Women’s Project; the International 

Certificate IT Course.  The wonderful diligence of Sister Leonida Kwamboka and all her staff, has ensured 

that the people of Kibera are given the best possible support.     Kibera has this year suffered fires and 

floods and many families have lost their homes and possessions, but they know if they go to WkW they 

will be given food, blankets, mattresses etc., and most of all a very kind and welcoming 

reception.   WkW is truly a haven. 

The Girls Safe House has maintained a steady number of girls living there part or full time.   They age 

from 4 years to 21 years.     Many little girls have been placed there when they have been homeless, 

because of illness or suffering of a parent/guardian.    Leonida often spends a night at the house, the 

girls love that as does Leonida.   It is a very special time.  The Safe House now has a vegetable garden 

and chickens plus they have a dog and a cat.   The girls take care of the maintenance of the house and 

the older ones look after the younger ones.  It is a very happy home!! 

Early in 2020, the Relief Fund was established to provide food, rent relief, medical care to Kibera families 

affected by COVID.   Our grateful thanks to all donors to this fund that has ow reached $183,000.    This 

money has been sent to WkW and is still being used for monthly food packs to families, as well as giving 

much needed support in many humanitarian ways. 

When I look at this list of donors, I am amazed, humbled and extremely grateful.   You are wonderful 

people, thank you. 

This year, negotiations began for the purchase of another property close to the WkW Centre to be used 

for the IT programs, counselling and meetings.   Through the wonderful generosity of Michael and 

Mandy Buckley a property is being purchased and WkW hopes to have occupancy by the end of 2021.      

The annual Torquay Golf Day for 2021 was once again cancelled but Mandy Buckley assures me that it 

will be held early in 2022. 
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We are very grateful that the number of primary and secondary sponsorships have increased and that 

many more children are now able to go to school.   The children are very grateful to their sponsors who 

have given them dignity, education and hope for the future. 

I am very grateful to Anny Murray who has kept our data base well informed with updates both from 

WkW and WFWIA and to Emma Whiting for maintaining the website.  

Glenn Smith, a Director and Company Secretary, maintains all the requirements of a charity and ensures 

that we are compliant.   He also works with Catherine Tory, our volunteer Administrator who updates 

and looks after the data base, sends out invoices and receipts, and keeps in contact with potential and 

committed sponsors.    My most grateful thanks to Glenn and Catherine, they certainly make my 

Chairmanship easier.     For many years Paul Briglia and his Staff have ensured that the accounts 

forwarded to him by Glenn are ready for Mark Robb our Auditor.   Thank you, Paul you have been a 

great friend.    Aleks Kulesza , also for many years, has been in monthly contact with Humphrey, the on 

site accountant at WkW, and together they ensure the accurate  maintenance of all WkW financial 

accounts.   Humphrey has said that he is very grateful for the advice provided by Aleks.   The accounts at 

WkW are also maintained by an outside accountancy firm and are audited yearly.   

The Function Committee has mostly met on zoom but they work well together and I am sure will ensure 

a wonderful 2022 function at Glamp.    We will have three very special auction items and lots of goodies 

to sell, plus great drinks and nibbles, so look forward to having a big, happy crowd.  

A very special thank you to Leonida and her staff – they have made life easy for WFWIA as they are 

dedicated and committed to ensure that all aspects of their programs are well conducted.   They have 

tirelessly cared for so many Kibera families especially during COVID….no praise is good enough.  

Thank you to all the donors who have made the WkW projects possible and who have given the families 

of Kibera a much better life - be assured you have made a difference.   Perhaps you will never know 

these families personally, but you are part of their lives and part of their families – they are very 

grateful.   

Last but not least, my thanks to all the Board Members for your support and friendship over the past 

year. 

I look forward to 2021/2022 and all that WFWIA will achieve in their support of WkW.   

Marguerite Anne Ryan 

Chairman, Women for Women in Africa Foundation Pty Ltd. 

November 2021 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
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